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Abstract In this paper, the purpose of education, ideal teacher, and postwar Japanese educational history in
the written memos by Principal Gustav Voss, Eiko Gakuen founder have been described. He believed that the
purpose of education should be to develop independent person in the society. However, exam education for ca-
reer advancement which has become widespread among the people, prevented the purpose. Japanese education
after the war was democratized due to reforms by the occupation forces. After the Japanes independence, the
Ministry of Education with conservative political parties has returned to the similar nationalistic education as
before the war. As the education of exam preparation and nationalistc shift to the right, teachers have become
salaried employees and lethargic. The handwritten memos of Gustav Voss was the document asking himself
questions about such situations.
Keywords purpose of education, ideal teacher, postwar education, exam education, Bertrand Russell, David
Riesman, Michio Nagai, Tatsuzou Ishikawa
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